
 
 

Centralina Economic Development District 
Meeting Minutes 
January 18, 2024 

 

Officer Present  Board Members 
Present  

Centralina Staff and Guests 
Present  

Cliff Brumfield, Chair 
Candice Lowder, Vice Chair 
Dr. Leslie Johnson, 
Secretary/Treasurer 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Leigh Altman 
Jenn Bosser 
Cliff Brumfield 
Page Castrodale 
Rod Crider 
Better Doster 
Greg Edds 
Juan Garzón 
Ronne Grantham 
Donny Hicks 
Alan Kathman 
Bill Thunberg 
Melanie Underwood 
 

Anna Lu Wilson 
Geraldine Gardner  
Christina Danis 
Narissa Claiborne 
 
Guests 
Mary Lou Bourne 
Rob Horton 
Deb Thomas 
Janet Labar 
  
  

 
 
Call to Order 
Chairman Cliff Brumfield called the meeting to order. 
 
Roll Call 
Narissa Claiborne, Centralina Board Administrator called the roll and noted that a quorum 
was not present. 
 
Amendments to the Agenda 
There were no amendments to the agenda. 
 
Consent Agenda 
 
1. Approval of the July 20, and October 19, 2023, Centralina Economic Development 
District Meeting Minutes 
  
2. Quarterly Financial Update and First Budget Amendment ending September 30 & 
December 31, 2023. 
 
3. EDA Grant CEDs Annual Update Report  
 
Regular Agenda 
 
Item 4 . UNC Charlotte Welcome & NC Innovation Overview 
 



 Centralina Economic Development District 1-18-2024 
 

2 
 

Betty Doster, Special Assistant to the Chancellor for External Relations & Partnerships first 
introduced, Deb Thomas, Associate Vice Chancellor to the Board the great work the 
University of North Carolina Charlotte University is doing in research. Afterward, Ms. Doster 
introduced Mary Lou Bourne of NC Innovation as she shared information on NCInnovation 
and their new initiative with the University of North Carolina - Charlotte and how it will 
involve Centralina counties. 

Item 5. CEDS Update & Regional Conversation 
Centralina’s Community Economic Development Coordinator Anna Lu Wilson shared a recap 
with the Board and staff items related to CEDS Implementation, and Working Group 
Highlights, and engaged the Board in an Around the Region sharing report. Ms. Wilson also 
left the Board with a call to action to include the Centralina Economic Development District’s 
logo on their website. 
 
Item 6. State and Federal Partners Report- EDA, SCRC 
State and federal economic development partners Ronne Grantham shared a summary 
detailing the 2024 outlook or significant initiatives currently underway.  Ronne Grantham, 
NCWorks Regional Operations Director shared specifically the initiative of the State’s 
Workforce Development Boards. Melanie Underwood shared the successes of North Carolina’s 
State Economic Development including state statistics and goals.  
 
 
Item 7. Hot Topics- CICOM Tech Hubs Update 
Mr. Greg Needham, Dr. Ed Morse, and Dr. Glenn Boreman shared with the Board items related 
to CICOM Tech Hubs and led the Board on a tour of the Precision Metrology Lab at UNCC 
College  
 
 
Comments from the Chair 
The next Centralina Economic Development District meeting will be held on April 18, 2024, 
which is the District’s Annual meeting held at the Centralina Office.  
 
Adjournment 
With no further business to be discussed, Chairman Cliff Brumfield adjourned the meeting at 
5:22 p.m. 


