
 

CENTRALINA PROSPERITY PROFILES 

2026 Technical Report 

A guide to the framework, data sources, comparison methods and 
interpretation of the 2022, 2024 and 2026 county profiles

 

Executive Summary 
The Centralina Prosperity Profiles provide a consistent, easy-to-use view of economic and 
community conditions across the nine-county Centralina region. The 2026 update presents 
16 indicators for Anson, Cabarrus, Gaston, Iredell, Lincoln, Mecklenburg, Rowan, Stanly and 
Union counties through an interactive website. 

Each county profile identifies Strengths and Opportunities by comparing the county with 
the rest of the counties in the Centralina region. A separate Change Over Time view shows 
the values published in the 2022, 2024 and 2026 profiles. The profiles are designed to 
support discussion, planning and further analysis. They are not rankings and should not be 
used as the sole basis for funding or policy decisions. 

What changed in 2026: The former static comparison tables and third-party data dashboard 
were replaced by interactive county cards. The update also added a three-profile trend view, 
clearer indicator explanations, visible source notes and a documented review process for 
resolving discrepancies. 

1. Purpose and Regional Context 
The Prosperity Profiles are a component of the Centralina region’s Comprehensive 
Economic Development Strategy (CEDS). Centralina Economic Development District, the 
federally designated Economic Development District for the region, maintains the CEDS 
and works with local governments, businesses, educational institutions and community 
partners to advance regional economic prosperity. 

The profiles create a shared set of measures that can help local and regional leaders 
understand conditions, identify areas that merit additional attention and monitor broad 
patterns over time. They offer a high-level starting point rather than a complete explanation 
of any county’s economy or quality of life. 
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The nine-county region 
The Centralina region includes Anson, Cabarrus, Gaston, Iredell, Lincoln, Mecklenburg, 
Rowan, Stanly and Union counties. Charlotte is located in Mecklenburg County. The counties 
vary widely in population, land use, growth patterns, economic structure and access to 
services. For this reason, users should consider local context alongside every indicator. 

2. Prosperity Framework 
The 16 indicators are organized into three categories: 

Category Purpose Indicators 

Resilience 

Conditions that may affect a 
community’s ability to 
withstand and recover from 
disruptions. 

Median household income; air pollution; 
residents with three or more Community 
Resilience risk factors 

Community 

Household and neighborhood 
conditions that may affect 
quality of life and participation 
in the economy. 

Individual poverty; school-age poverty; 
neighborhood poverty; rent burden; 
homeowner cost burden 

Mobility Access to education, work and 
economic opportunity. 

Bachelor’s degree or higher; youth labor force 
participation; youth unemployment; youth 
school enrollment; jobs requiring a bachelor’s 
degree; unemployment; commute time; 
housing and transportation costs 

 

The framework was adapted from national prosperity and economic opportunity research 
and from measures available consistently for all nine counties. The indicators are 
intentionally broad. They do not capture every condition that affects prosperity and should 
be supplemented with local data and stakeholder knowledge. 

3. How to Use the Interactive Profiles 
• Select a county. Stanly County appears as the default. The remaining counties are 

listed alphabetically, with Mecklenburg County identified as home to the City of 
Charlotte. 

• Review the 2026 Profile. Indicator cards show the county value, Strength or 
Opportunity status, the Centralina regional basis for status and a brief explanation of 
why the indicator matters. 

• Filter by category. Users can view all indicators or focus on Resilience, Community or 
Mobility. 

• Open Change Over Time. This view displays the values published in the 2022, 2024 and 
2026 profiles and provides a short interpretation of the direction of change. 
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• Use the profile as a starting point. Follow up with the original source, local data and 
community context before drawing conclusions or recommending action. 

Important: A Strength does not mean that no improvement is needed. An Opportunity does not 
mean that a county is failing. Both labels describe the county’s position relative to the Centralina 
regional comparison for one indicator. 

4. Profile Years and Data Periods 
A profile year identifies when Centralina prepared that edition. It does not necessarily match 
the year in which the underlying data were collected. Most Census indicators use American 
Community Survey (ACS) five-year estimates. 

Prosperity 
Profile 

Primary ACS 
period How to read it 

2022 2015–2019 Baseline values used in the original profiles 

2024 2018–2022 Updated five-year estimates with substantial overlap 
with the baseline 

2026 2020–2024 Latest ACS five-year period used in the current profiles 

 

Indicators from other sources use the latest comparable release selected for each profile. 
The source year or release may therefore differ from the profile year. 

5. Regional Comparison Method 

Centralina regional comparison 
For percentage indicators, the Centralina regional comparison is calculated using the 
relevant total population, households or other denominator across the nine counties. It is 
not a simple average of the nine county percentages. This approach gives the appropriate 
weight to each county’s underlying population or household count. 

Median household income requires a special caution. Because a true regional median 
cannot be calculated from county medians alone, the dashboard uses a household-
weighted average of county median household incomes as the regional benchmark. It 
should not be described as the true median household income for the entire nine-county 
region. 
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Strength and Opportunity classification 

Direction considered 
favorable Indicators 

Higher values 
Median household income; bachelor’s degree or higher; youth labor 
force participation; youth school enrollment; share of jobs requiring 
a bachelor’s degree 

Lower values 
Air pollution; residents with three or more resilience risk factors; 
poverty measures; housing cost burdens; youth and overall 
unemployment; commute time; housing and transportation costs 

 

A Strength means the county value is more favorable than the Centralina regional 
comparison. An Opportunity means the result warrants continued attention. Classification 
is based on the unrounded values. A county value and regional comparison may look equal 
when displayed because the dashboard rounds values for readability. 

6. Change Over Time 
The Change Over Time view compares the values published in the 2022, 2024 and 2026 
profiles. It helps users see whether an indicator appears to be moving in a favorable or 
unfavorable direction and whether the pattern has been consistent. 

ACS five-year periods overlap. For example, the 2018–2022 and 2020–2024 estimates share 
three years of observations. 

ACS estimates have margins of error. Small differences may reflect sampling variation rather 
than a meaningful change. 

Median household income is reported in inflation-adjusted dollars for the final year of each 
ACS release. Changes across profiles reflect both household income and price-level 
changes. 

Indicators from non-Census sources may use different release cycles or methodologies. A 
trend is shown only when the values are considered sufficiently comparable. 

7. Data Review and Discrepancy Resolution 
During the 2026 update, Centralina encountered discrepancies between values in the 
original technical report, prior profile files, source websites and newly downloaded data. 
These differences were reviewed rather than carried forward automatically. 
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Review process 
• Compared the 2022, 2024 and 2026 values across the source files and existing county 

profiles. 
• Returned to the primary source documentation and confirmed the correct table, 

measure, universe, geography and data period. 
• Checked whether a difference resulted from a revised source release, a changed 

definition, rounding or a prior transcription or calculation issue. 
• Recalculated regional comparisons using the appropriate numerator and denominator 

where source components were available. 
• Verified the direction used to assign Strength or Opportunity status. 
• Standardized labels, units, decimal places and explanatory language across all nine 

counties. 
• Retained a caution or latest-available designation when a clean three-profile 

comparison was not supported. 

This review explains why some 2026 values or historical values shown in the updated 
dashboard may not match a previously published table. The updated profiles use the value 
that best matches the documented source, definition, period and calculation method. 

8. Indicator Definitions and Sources 

Resilience 

Median household income 

Median household income in the past 12 months. 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, ACS 5-year, B19013 

Data periods: 2015–2019; 2018–2022; 2020–2024 

Air pollution 

Average daily fine particulate matter (PM2.5), micrograms per cubic meter. 

Source: County Health Rankings using CDC Tracking data 

Data periods: 2018; 2019; 2020 

Residents with 3+ risk factors 

Share of residents experiencing three or more Community Resilience risk factors. 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Community Resilience Estimates 

Data periods: 2019; 2022; 2024 releases 
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Community 

Individual poverty 

Share of people below the poverty level among those for whom poverty is determined. 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, ACS 5-year 

Data periods: 2015–2019; 2018–2022; 2020–2024 

School-age poverty 

Share of children ages 5–17 in families below the poverty level. 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, ACS 5-year 

Data periods: Same ACS periods 

Neighborhood poverty 

Share of residents living in census tracts where at least 25% of residents are below poverty. 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, ACS tract-level estimates 

Data periods: Same ACS periods 

Rent burden 

Share of renter households paying 30% or more of income toward gross rent. 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, ACS 5-year 

Data periods: Same ACS periods 

Homeowner cost burden 

Share of owners with a mortgage paying 30% or more of income toward selected monthly 
owner costs. 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, ACS 5-year 

Data periods: Same ACS periods 
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Mobility 

Bachelor’s degree or higher 

Share of adults age 25 and older with a bachelor’s degree or higher. 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, ACS 5-year 

Data periods: Same ACS periods 

Youth labor force participation 

Share of people ages 16–24 participating in the labor force. 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, ACS 5-year 

Data periods: Same ACS periods 

Youth unemployment 

Share of labor force participants ages 16–24 who are unemployed. 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, ACS 5-year 

Data periods: Same ACS periods 

Youth school enrollment 

Share of people ages 15–24 enrolled in school. 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, ACS 5-year 

Data periods: Same ACS periods 

Jobs requiring a bachelor’s degree 

Estimated share of jobs associated with occupations requiring a bachelor’s degree. 

Source: Lightcast occupational employment and education data 

Data periods: Profile-year extracts 

Unemployment rate 

Share of the civilian labor force age 16 and older that is unemployed. 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, ACS 5-year 

Data periods: Same ACS periods 

Average commute time 

Aggregate travel time divided by the number of workers age 16 and older who do not work 
at home. 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, ACS B08012 and B08013 

Data periods: Same ACS periods 

Housing + transportation costs 

Estimated combined housing and transportation costs as a share of income for the regional 
typical household. 

Source: Center for Neighborhood Technology H+T Index 

Data periods: 2022 release; latest available 
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9. Important Indicator Notes 
Community Resilience Estimates summarize the number of risk factors experienced by 
residents. Possible factors relate to income, age, disability, transportation access, housing 
and other characteristics that may make preparation or recovery more difficult. The county-
level percentage does not show which factors are most common. 

Air pollution measures PM2.5, fine particles that can enter the lungs and bloodstream. 
Lower values are favorable. 

Neighborhood poverty depends on tract boundaries and the 25% threshold. A modest 
change in a tract estimate may move the tract into or out of the high-poverty category. 

The jobs-requiring-a-bachelor’s-degree indicator describes the occupational mix of jobs, not 
the educational attainment of individual workers. 

Housing and transportation costs are modeled estimates for a typical household and are 
presented as latest available data. The Center for Neighborhood Technology considers 
combined costs of 45% of income or less affordable. 

10. Limitations and Appropriate Use 
The profiles are descriptive. They do not establish why a condition exists. 

County-level averages can mask differences among neighborhoods, municipalities and 
population groups. 

Several indicators are estimates and have uncertainty that is not visible in a single rounded 
value. 

Source years and release schedules vary by indicator. 

Changes in definitions, source methods or geographic boundaries can affect comparability. 

A regional comparison is a benchmark, not a target. The best local goal may be more 
ambitious or may require a different measure. 

Users should consult the primary source and pair the profile with local knowledge, 
qualitative information and more detailed data before making decisions. 

11. Maintenance and Future Updates 
Centralina will review the Prosperity Profiles as new comparable data become available and 
as the CEDS is monitored and updated. Each future update should document the profile 
year, underlying source period, methodology review date and any revisions to definitions or 
historical values. 

The interactive website is the primary public presentation of the profiles. This technical 
report serves as the companion reference for definitions, calculations, interpretation and 
data-quality decisions. 
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Primary Documentation 
American Community Survey 5-year data 

Community Resilience Estimates datasets 

County Health Rankings PM2.5 methodology 

CNT Housing + Transportation Index 2022 methodology 

 

Centralina Economic Development District 
Methodology last reviewed July 2026 

 

 

 

 

https://www.census.gov/data/developers/data-sets/acs-5year.html
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/community-resilience-estimates/data/datasets.html
https://www.countyhealthrankings.org/health-data/community-conditions/physical-environment/air-water-and-land/air-pollution-particulate-matter
https://htaindex.cnt.org/about/method-2022.pdf
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