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Strengthen the Centralina Region

1. International
Businesses

¢ Global companies choose the Centralina
region because of its talent, location, and
business-friendly environment.
Key Facts:
¢ 1,000+ international businesses operate
across the region.
80,000+ employees work for foreign-owned
companies.
$4.4 billion in foreign investment has been
announced since 2020.
Featured Companies: The German Companies
Siemens Energy and Dalmer Trucks are located
in Mecklenburg and Rowan county. The
Japanese company Nipon Electric Glass is
located in Cleveland county and Compass Group
North America from the UK is located in
Mecklenburg.

In today's interconnected economy, a
region's ability to compete depends
increasingly on its capacity to build and
maintain strong global relationships. While
many of the region's international assets
are concentrated in Charlotte, their impact
extends far beyond in the region.
Businesses, workers, students, and
communities throughout the Centralina
region benefit from global investment,
international trade, transportation
connectivity, and educational partnerships.
By continuing to strengthen global
engagement, Centralina can create new
opportunities, attract investment, and
support long-term economic prosperity
across all nine counties.

e Charlotte actively strengthens international
relationships through business, cultural,
and government partnerships.

Key Facts:

e The City's Meet Charlotte Team helps
connect international businesses,
governments, and organizations with local
leaders.

e Charlotte's Sister City Program is part of a
global network that formally pairs Charlotte
with cities in other countries to encourage
ongoing relationships. The program
promotes cultural, educational, and
economic exchanges around the world.



3.CLT Airport

¢ One of the world's busiest airports serves
as a gateway between residents,
businesses, and visitors across the entire
Centralina region.
Key Facts:
¢ 194+ nonstop destinations, including 40+
international destinations.
e 7th busiest airport in the world.
» Generates nearly $40 billion in annual
economic impact.
Impact:
e Supports 167,000 jobs and provides
unmatched connectivity for businesses
and travelers.
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5. Education

¢ Universities, community colleges, and

4 Trad ea nd workforce partners across the region help

. prepare students and workers to compete
. . in a global economy.

Logistics Key Facts

¢ UNC Charlotte's Charlotte Global program
supports international education,
research, and partnerships. UNC Charlotte
maintains partnerships with universities
and institutions around the world.

¢ Community colleges and workforce
organizations throughout the region help
develop the skilled workforce sought by
international employers.

Impact

e Creates a globally competitive workforce

that attracts international employers.

e Centralina's strategic location, transportation
infrastructure, and logistics assets help
businesses across the region access
customers and suppliers around the world.

Key facts

* Nearly 70% of the U.S. population is within a
two-day trucking distance of the region.

The region is connected by major interstate
highways, rail networks, and Charlotte
Douglas International Airport.
Foreign Trade Zone #57 helps regional
businesses reduce costs and compete in
global markets.

Regional impact For More Information

¢ Manufacturers in Rowan, Lincoln, Gaston, Anna Lu Wilson | 704-385-4790 |
Cabarrus, and other counties rely on these alwilson@centralina.org
connections to move products efficiently Centralipa Economic Development Pistrict

. Centralinaedd.org | cedd@ecentralina.org
throughout North America and beyond.
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